
Candidate Bio: 

 

Joshua Gela - I have lived essentially my entire life as a member of the Hoosic Valley 

Community.  My wife and I are both graduates of Hoosic Valley High School and have 

dedicated our professional lives to public education. 

 

As residents of Valley Falls, we have three children who currently attend Hoosic Valley 

CSD.  Our oldest daughter currently attends the Jr./Sr. High School and our twins are 

fifth graders at the Elementary School.   

 

I was fortunate to learn early on in my high school career that I wanted to dedicate my 

secondary education plan to teaching children.  After graduating from Hoosic Valley HS 

in 1999, I attended Hudson Valley Community College before transferring to 

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA), where I graduated with degrees in 

history and elementary education in 2003.  My education at MCLA continued, earning a 

Masters in Education (2009) and completing the School Leadership Academy (2015). 

 

I began my career in education in 2004 teaching 5th grade at New Covenant Charter 

School.  From there, in 2005, I transitioned to Averill Park CSD where I have spent the 

last 16 years working with students and families.  During my time at Averill Park I have 

taught 4th and 6th grade, served as district data coach, middle school assistant 

principal, and elementary principal. While in leadership roles at APCSD, I have co-

authored published articles on “Utilizing Student Feedback,” “Building School Culture 

and Identity,” and “RtI at the Secondary Level.” 

 

In addition to my professional career, I have also spent a significant amount of time 

volunteering within our community.  For the last decade, I have been actively coaching 

all seasons within the Hoosic Valley Athletic Association (HVAA).  I have also spent the 

previous three years as HVAA president and I am currently vice president.  During my 

time leading the HVAA Board, we worked to create additional community events 

including a family movie night and last summer’s Sandlot League after having to cancel 

our spring season due to the pandemic. 

 

I feel that I have the educational skills and knowledge to actively participate as a Hoosic 

Valley Board member.  In addition, I also feel that my strong ties and knowledge of our 

community will allow me to advocate on behalf of all community stakeholders.   

 

I am running for school board because I believe in our school, our community and most 

of all our students.   


